
 

BMS alumni, teachers, parents, and 
friends gathered on Friday, October 1 
for the annual Faith Promise Banquet.  
Attendees enjoyed a delicious dinner, 
music from the high school choir, and 
inspiring messages from alumni Del 
Glick and Rich Peachey, and current 
student, Emilee Fisher-Henson.     
In  addition, classes celebrating mile-
stone reunions and several alumni 
were honored.  Homecoming week-
end continued with a lovely day on 
Saturday, October 2 filled with class 
reunions, soccer, and encouraging   
fellowship for all! 
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Although many of you were not able to join us for 
this year’s Homecoming, we invite you to take a few     
moments to listen to several of the messages that 
were shared on Friday evening! 

You can copy the following links or visit the Home-
coming page on our website to get direct links. 

Rich Peachey reflected on seeds planted and          
challenged fellow alumni to cultivate generosity.  
https://youtu.be/MC34UIDGbSU  

Del Glick explored “How Then Do We Cultivate?”   
https://youtu.be/YI6UEFhSUMA 

https://youtu.be/MC34UIDGbSU
https://youtu.be/YI6UEFhSUMA


Page 2 

Several classes gathered during Homecoming weekend to commemorate their time at BMS, but you 
can plan a reunion at any time and are welcome to use our available facilities. If your graduation 
year ended in ’02 or ’07, you’re heading towards a milestone year and we would love to help you 
reminisce and celebrate in the coming year, or next Fall at Homecoming during the first weekend of  
October!  Call the school office at any time (717-935-2184) if we can assist with contact information 
or help to coordinate a special time together! 
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BMS Class of 1961: (Back, l-r) Mary (Byler) 
Larson, Julia (Hartzler) Alleman, Roy Kanagy, 

Ron Yoder, Sanford King, Herman 
Swartzentruber, Omar Zook; (Front, l-r)  

Sara (Renno) Hartzler, Ruby Yoder, Lavina 
(Kauffman) Herr, Rosa (Yoder) Johnson 

BMS Class of 1971: (Back, l-r) Paul Peachey, R Glenn Yoder, Robert 
Zook, Arlene Kauffman, John Bender, Richard Yoder, James Kanagy, 
Lester Byler, Rob Renno; (Middle, l-r) Sue (Byler) Ortman, Mildred 
(Yoder) Bender, Marlin Yoder, Ken Peachey, Joyce (Zook) Morris; 

(Front, l-r) Barbara (King) Peachey, Becky (Hostetler) Peachey, Anna 
(Peachey) Kuhns, Davida Kanagy, Naomi (Zook) Byler 



Alumnus of the Year: Earl Peachey, Class of 1970 

Following graduation from BMS in 1970, Earl Peachey     
was drafted and served at a nursing home in Three Rivers 
Michigan. It was there he met his wife-to-be, Edna, and  
following the completion of his service, they married and 
settled in LaGrange County Indiana. After several jobs, he 
eventually began his own business of selling hardware 
items and lubricants to customers in northeastern Indiana. 
When they moved back to Belleville, Earl started a new 
business of selling automotive supplies, lubricants, and 
hardware. Several years ago, he sold that business as well, 
and remains very thankful to God for His help in establish-
ing those businesses which continue to the present time.   

He stated, “In my business experience, we aimed to be trustworthy and peaceable in relating 
to customers. I attempted to be a witness of the Gospel on a business level, and I believe 
many learned to trust us.” 

Earl was ordained to the ministry in Indiana and continued to serve in that role as well here in 
Belleville through January 2020.  He still preaches occasionally and accepts outside speaking 
engagements. Earl stated, “One of the highlights of preaching was many years ago at a church 
in Virginia.  During that time one of our sons responded to the invitation and I helped him find 
the Lord.  Today he also serves as one of the pastors at Valley View.” 

Earl & Edna also served for several years in Kenya in church planting efforts.  He has been    
involved in Bible conferences, preaching, and teaching assignments in Belize, El Salvador,    
Paraguay, Haiti, Nepal, India, Liberia, Kurdistan (Northern Iraq) and Uganda.  His travels and 
explorations have also taken him throughout Europe, Israel & China!  Earl is presently          
collaborating with All Nations Bible Translations in State College, working on the development 
of a church planting course. 

Through the many opportunities to nurture those in a congregation and speak in a variety of 
settings, Earl’s focus is to share the Word of God and rest in the knowledge that it has effects 
that we often do not see.  He shared, “My biggest opportunity to make an impact has been 
with our family and I hope that through them the Kingdom of God will be increased in good 
measure.”  

Earl, thank you for your life of service and discipleship that encourages and challenge us all! 
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Belleville Mennonite School provides a Christ-centered education and biblical 
worldview that inspires students to develop minds, build faith, and be disciples. 



Young Alumnus of the Year: Curtis Kauffman, Class of 2007 

“Growing up in the community of Big Valley and 
attending a school like BMS are some of those things 
that you don’t realize how special they are until you 
don’t have them anymore. Like other adventurous 
sorts, I was one who could not wait to get out and get 
away. Now that I have grown up a little and have my 
own children, I have a much deeper appreciation for 
the small community and the sacrifices that my      
parents made so that I could attend BMS. 

Looking back, I have very fond memories of walking 
the halls and hanging out with friends and teachers. I 
have lots of good memories starting in elementary 
school with Mrs. Glenny and her accordion. She       
always seemed to be happy and singing about some-

thing. Then there was 2nd grade with Mrs. Baker and her Little House on the Prairie books, just 
to name a few. On into high school, I enjoyed being up in the old art room doing pottery with 
Mrs. Tami Peachey and history classes with Ms. Kauffman. Mrs. Suydam is another teacher 
that I realize now was very good for me. It wasn’t the Chemistry or Physics lessons that I      
remember; it’s the way she expected something from us - to pay attention and learn. There 
are many other faculty members and teachers that had an impact on me and to them I am 
grateful. My memories of BMS also include lots of soccer games and trips with Coach Renno 
and our favorite bus driver and source of whoopie pies, Mrs. Rhoda Byler.  

After high school I attended WyoTech to be a diesel mechanic and then went out west to work 
on the harvest. After the harvest I returned to Big Valley and operated logging equipment for 
Metzler Forest Products. Once again the restlessness got the better of me and I returned to 
work on the harvest again. Following the harvest, my path turned a little and I can see the 
way the Lord started to guide me to where I am now. I signed up for the YES program with 
EMM and after some time living in Honduras I returned with a different perspective.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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 Join fellow alumni, parents, faculty, and friends of BMS and play 
a critical role in supporting the school’s mission to inspire young 
men and women to develop their minds, build their faith, and be 
disciples of Christ by contributing to the Faith Promise Annual 
Fund. Help us cultivate moral excellence, spiritual insight, self-
control, patient endurance, godliness, and concern for others in 
our students so that they can be “productive and useful in their 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   

Visit: www.bmsprek12.org/support/faith-promise.cfm 



 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
I can remember sitting in school    

chapels and church services listening to    
people come talk about service opportunities 
or missions. I always passed it off as a feel-
good thought, but it didn’t really fit into my 
plan for my life. However, when I returned 
from YES, things were different. I remember 
thinking that I would like to work with kids 
like we did in Honduras but I would like to 
speak English with them and not Spanish. 
However, I returned home once again and 
worked for Metzler Forest Products for a 
short time and finally in June of 2012 I moved 
to Florida to work at Gator Wilderness Camp 
where I am currently the Program Director.  

Since 2012, I have had the privilege of 
serving alongside several other alumni from 
BMS who have also served at Gator Camp. 
About two years after moving to Florida I got 
married to my wonderful wife Blakely who I 
met on the YES trip to Honduras. Seven years 
later we have three boys, Colton six, Sawyer 
four, and Wesley two. Having children of my 
own who are about ready to start school 
combined with serving at a place like Gator  

Camp has really changed my perspective and  
grows my appreciation for places like BMS. I 
understand now why teachers and other staff 
continue to stick with it year after year.  

It’s not just a job for those teachers, 
there is a mission and a purpose. They have 
the opportunity to educate students, but also 
to share the love of Jesus Christ with them 
along the way. In a chapel in seventh grade 
was when I got saved over there in the     
middle school wing. I can remember it like it 
was yesterday. Education is important, but I 
believe that providing an environment where 
young people can dissect frogs in biology and 
grow in their relationship with Christ in Bible 
class is the real purpose. I am very grateful 
for my time at BMS and all the staff who left 
more of an impact on my life than they will 
ever know. There is something very special 
about a small school tucked in a valley. 
Attending BMS was a blessing and I am   
grateful for all those who were part of my 
journey there.” 
Thank you, Curtis, for your life of service and 
discipleship that continues to impact those 
around you for Christ! 
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“The teachers at BMS are more than just teachers. 
They are mentors and role models. Classmates at BMS 
become like family. You will never walk through the 
doors at BMS and not walk out with a smile on your 
face, the office ladies will make sure of that!   

Each day at BMS is a new adventure and holds some-
thing you would not be able to find in any other 
school. From rescuing turtles and toads to creating 
unicorn pinatas, to learning the perfect Bible verse to 
call your own, BMS has it all.” 

- Emilee Fisher Henson, Class of 2023 

Empowering students to cultivate academic excellence and a passion for Christ. 


