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BMS faculty recently reflected on the past year of teaching, sharing the biggest challenges they faced, but  

also some surprising blessings that have emerged in the midst of this unprecedented time. 

“I think that the biggest challenge this year was planning and implementing educational activities in a way 

that did not involve as much group work and collaboration between my students. I am used to having        

students sit in groups at tables and instead had to use desks this year. I don't find it entirely beneficial to use 

desks at this age, but it's something that I had to adjust to and plan for. Trying to have kindergartners keep 

their germs to themselves was a challenge, as always! 

Going into this very different year, I thought that it was going to be awful 

wearing a mask, doing activities differently than I normally do, spacing out 

desks, not using water fountains, etc... but the kids really adjusted well and 

made the year pretty great.  I expected more and bigger challenges with     

everything we planned for that was out of our norm, but in reality the year 

wasn't really that much more challenging. It was an unexpected blessing!” 

- Amanda Yoder, Kindergarten (BMS Class of 2003) 

Alumni Echo 

The Triumphs & Challenges of Teaching through a Pandemic 
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This special quilt contains 75 stars in tribute to our school’s rich history and the 

celebration of our 75th  Anniversary!  You are invited to sponsor a star in honor 

or memory of someone who has supported the school over the years.  We 

would love to have a long list of names, representing the dedication and sacrifice 

of many families.  Volunteers, board & committee members, coaches, quilters, 

cooks, and more have all impacted the BMS community in powerful ways! 

All of the fabric for this  

project has been donated, 

which means that if each 

star is sponsored at $75, 

this unique  anniversary 

quilt will already be valued 

at more than $5,000!  Join 

us in celebrating this  

beautiful display of        

sacrificial love, support 

and passion for    Christian 

education.   

Contact Gwen Renno at          

rennogk@bmsprek12.org 

to become a sponsor.  A 

listing of all those being 

honored will be shared 

and displayed during our 

Auction on May 29th! 

75th Anniversary Quilt 

Develop Minds. Build Faith. Make Disciples 
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“I think that the hardest part of this past year was the 

unexpected transition to online classes, but the most 

difficult long-term part has been balancing the       

current unknowns with the results of previous    

changes.  It has been very hard to care for the      

emotional and academic needs of our students    

coming out of last spring (their different perspectives 

and experiences regarding Covid and its effects on 

their lives) while also handling my own personal 

range of experiences, emotions, etc. in the midst of 

preparing for the future when that future is tentative 

and unsettled.  The unexpected and extra work 

brought on by wanting to be always ready to move 

online, changes in procedure, and classroom           

limitations have all added to my stress load.   

Our adoption is the highlight of 

this past year!  Seeing God work 

in that has been such a huge 

encouragement.  It is a great 

reminder that God is never lim-

ited by the things we see and 

that He is using each detail of 

our life to bring about His pur-

poses.  I'm so thankful that He invites us to join Him!” 

 - Lena Hartzler, Spanish & Guidance (Class of 1995) 

“As I reflect over the last 12 months, the biggest 

challenge for me was figuring out my first year of 

teaching and the new concerns of Covid-19.  

Throughout this school year, I 

have been blessed in so many 

ways. I have learned many 

things about myself and have 

been stretched out of my 

comfort zone - all in good 

ways. Even through the times 

of uncertainty, it always 

worked out better than I thought it ever could.” 

 - Leah Yoder, 5th grade (Class of 2018) 

“One of the most refreshing 

blessings has been seeing the 

8th grade girls spending time 

in prayer together almost 

every morning.  An area of 

unexpected growth for me 

has been learning to not get 

worked up when challenging 

situations arise and to just be even more flexible.” 

  - Kaytlin Young, Middle School (Class of 2006) 

Teacher’s Reflections 

“I am more confident of God’s provision, 

blessings, and timing throughout this year.  

He has walked us through so much, and I 

would not change the deepening of the 

faith for easier days.” 

-Jessica Geissinger, Middle School 



“During the days of remote learning, I enjoyed the connection with students that       

technology allowed to happen. Although learning was not in-person, the one on one 

attention through feedback given to assignments or answers to their questions that I was 

able to give to individual students, made up for the distant learning.  I enjoyed  creating 

almost daily videos that would capture a bit of normal life for me like making an egg 

omelet, or feeding our several chickens, or a walk in our back yard while explaining the 

day’s assignment.   

“In some ways, the students saw a side of Mr. Bob that can't be replicated in 

the four walls of a classroom.  This created a connection during an unusual 

time. Whether short videos capturing life or one on one attention given by 

individualized comments to assignments turned in via Google Classroom, I 

was blessed to see how students stayed engaged with the learning process.”

 - Bob Zook, Technology Director and HS Bible 

The past year and a half has certainly been a challenging one for everyone -           

regardless of beliefs, convictions, worries, or position - it has been a trying season 

filled with unknowns that required adjustment and reliance on the Lord.  Leading a 

school through a pandemic was never a thought that crossed my mind of possibility 

when I began my administrative journey years ago.  Contact tracing and navigating 

quarantines while ensuring adequate, yet realistic precautions and safety measures 

that would keep students and staff healthy, while learning and teaching in-person, 

was quite the journey for myself and everyone here at BMS.  It was almost like a 

careful juggling act with unknown items to juggle. 

All in all, our teachers, staff, and board members rose to the occasion with me - examining circumstances, 

exploring news ways to meet students' needs, support families, and continue our efforts as a school -     

building our organizational capacity to face choppy waters while trusting that God would lead us to calm   

waters in good time. 

We never know what we will face in the many different seasons 

and challenges of life, and there are certainly no constants in this 

world; no guarantee of continuing comfortably on a familiar 

path.  What is certain and constant is God's plan, faithfulness,  

and Jesus' love for us, and we have certainly felt the blessing of 

that time and time again throughout this year. 

I am so excited for what we have to come - more events, the    

return of guest speakers to our school, closer connections, and 

even more opportunities to do things in new ways for the good  

of our kids and families!  The work continues, and we press on 

now into the next chapter… 

- Nicholas Wilson, Superintendent, Secondary Principal 
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“What is certain and constant 

is God's plan, faithfulness,  

and Jesus' love for us,         

and we have certainly felt  

the blessing of that time    

and time again throughout 

this year.” 
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