
News and updates from Belleville Mennonite School  

Echo 

When you graduated from Belleville 

Mennonite School, whether 5 years or 

50 years ago, were you thinking about 

the impact you would have on others?  

Most likely, you were focused on the  

impact that others—teachers, parents, 

friends—have had on your life.  Regardless of what you chose to do after completing your time as a student 

at BMS, you have been “sent out,” and your life has affected many.  Take a moment to pause and reflect on 

the places and people you have interacted with since graduation.  Where has the LORD led you and how has 

He used each circumstance and setting to accomplish His good work through you?  We’d love to hear your     

stories!  Especially during this unprecedented time of separation and loss, how have you been able to        

produce fruit where you are and impact your neighbors, co-workers, friends and family?  

It is the same with my word.   

I send it out, and it always produces fruit.   

It will accomplish all I want it to,  

and it will prosper everywhere I send it.   

Isaiah 55:11 

L-R: Marcus Yoder (Clint Yoder  & Heather Peachey, ‘06), Dalton Kanagy, Landon Yoder (Andrew Yoder, ‘01), Ashton Maclay 

We are excited to announce the expansion of our Preschool program at BMS!  Beginning 

this fall, families will have three options for preschool classes with Mrs. Becca Peachey 

(class of ‘08).  Students who are 4 years old by September 1st may be enrolled in one of 

the 3-day classes (Monday, Wednesday & Friday mornings or afternoons) or the 2-day 

class on Tuesday & Thursday mornings, which is also open to 3-year-olds.  The morning 

classes will run from 8:00-11:00 AM and the afternoon class will be from 12:00-3:00 PM.  

In addition, we will continue to offer the Pre-K Counts Class, Monday-Friday! 
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Administration at BMS had been monitoring the 

growing pandemic concerns for several weeks before 

we received word that the governor was closing all 

schools for two weeks.  Although it felt like a sudden 

and unwelcome surprise, faculty and staff responded 

immediately and during the course of the weekend, 

transitioned seamlessly to an online and long-

distance format for our students educational needs to 

continue being met.  It hasn’t been without a few 

challenges and adjustments, but we have been 

blessed by the enthusiasm and efforts of both    

teachers and parents to embrace the change. 

Communication from administration and teachers has 

been a key component.  “This time presents us with 

great opportunities to keep our students focused on 

learning and moving forward  together.  Our teachers 

continue to work very diligently to provide a variety 

of services and educational opportunities for our stu-

dents,” stated Nicholas Wilson, Superintendent.  “We 

are all in uncertain times and the school has never 

faced something like this. Things have changed from 

a two week closure, to a four week closure, to now 

being indefinite.  No one knows exactly what that 

means at this point and if we will go back to school 

this year or not.  I will say I am impressed with how 

our teachers immediately adjusted to going to        

distance learning.”   

In a recent letter to all faculty and staff, Mr. Wilson 

praised what he has seen.  “I just wanted to touch 

base with you all today to express my appreciation 

for your efforts with distance learning and striving to 

meet the needs of our students and families!  I have 

talked to most all of you at some point over the last 

two weeks as I have been coordinating and              

assisting at school and now mostly from the home 

front, and it has been a joy to do that with             

such awesome communication, enthusiasm, and 

encouragement coming from you!  The fact that you 

were ready to take a leap with me into uncharted 

territory with doing what we do, remotely and in 

new ways each day, has further established how  

truly flexible and focused on bettering our student 

body you are - regardless of the circumstances.  As I 

soak up new approaches, programs, possibilities, 

and updates, you meet me with equally positive and 

innovative ways in which you are eager to serve.” 

Earlier this week, 

Wilson reassured 

parents, “We are 

about to embark 

upon another set 

of weeks away 

from the school 

moving into    

uncertain days, 

weeks, etc. - not 

knowing how the rest of the year may look or how 

long the closure may extend. What I do know and 

am certain of is that our teachers are ready for what 

may come, and God is walking these unfamiliar 

paths with us every step - He is good, faithful, and is 

providing peace and direction in this blurry, some-

times confusing season.  Prayer and reliance on His 

provisions and clarity in good time will continue to 

see us through to the other side of all of this, no 

matter how tricky or strange the days may be.  I 

want you to know that aside from the work and  

direction from myself, you also have my prayers 

each and every day along with a deep                    

appreciation.  As always, it is an honor to serve with 

you, and right now that serving just looks a little 

different!” 

*Shortly before this newsletter was distributed, we 

learned that all PA schools will be closed for the           

remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. 

The Impact of COVID-19 on BMS: Adapting and Continuing to Thrive 

What I do know and am certain 

of is that our teachers are ready 

for what may come, and God is  

walking these unfamiliar paths 

with us every step - He is good, 

faithful, and is providing peace 

and direction in this blurry, 

sometimes confusing season. 

- Nicholas Wilson 
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Develop Minds. Build Faith. Make Disciples 



 

Belleville Mennonite School is incredibly grateful for our alumni and the ways you continue to support us, but 

even more so for how you walk faithfully with the LORD and impact the generations to come!  Although our 

school year now feels very different and many memorable events for our students and families, including our 

Annual Auction, have been postponed or canceled, we continue to serve a God who never changes and we 

trust Him to provide for our every need.  We know that every one of our patron and alumni families have 

been affected by the COVID 19 pandemic and we are praying that you will experience His perfect peace.       

In spite of the economic freefall and pressing financial needs, choose to live and give in faith.  Tell God what 

you need and trust Him to meet those needs.  Look for opportunities to minister to those around you; make 

an impact.  Finally, as you’re able, please join those who have already given generously to our Annual Fund to 

help us meet our budget for this fiscal year.  We are facing a significant shortfall as a result of needing to 

move the Auction to the fall.  Please pray with us for His perfect provisions!   

Plan now to join us for a variety of great events 

this year as we celebrate the 75th Anniversary 

of Belleville Mennonite School! 

25th Annual Golf Tournament 

June 26th 

Homecoming Weekend 

October 2nd & 3rd 

Homecoming weekend will include several special events 

to commemorate 75 years of learning and growing to-

gether!  One part of our anniversary     celebration will 

include a multi-generational choir that will come together 

to sing five selected pieces. Michelle (Yoder) Sensenig, a 

1998 BMS graduate who teaches high school music at 

Dock Mennonite Academy, has agreed to direct this 

alumni choir.  We’d love to have at least 80 alumni come 

together to create this unique group!  If you are interest-

ed in participating, or have any questions, please contact 

Gwen (rennogk@bmsprek12.org).   

Choir members will be asked to commit to practices from 

10:00-12:00 AM and 1:00-3:00 PM on Saturday, October 

3rd before performing that evening. This special program 

will also include a time of fellowship and ice cream for the 

entire BMS community! 

4105 Front Mtn. Road 

Belleville, PA  17004  www.bmsprek12.org 

Postponed until September 4 & 5, 2020 

One example that reminds us of the impact we can 

have on our world is the Class of 1969.  Last fall, class 

members met to fellowship, reminisce and laugh   

together about their time at BMS and encourage one 

another with their stories of where God has led them 

in the past 50 years since graduation.  Their lives are 

testaments to God’s faithfulness and desire to use 

each of us in sending out his word of truth.  Some 

have traveled extensively, interacting with folks 

across the country and around the world.  Many have 

become leaders in their communities. Several have 

settled here in Big Valley.  All have chosen to contin-

ue a legacy of faith.  Simply by honoring the Lord with 

their own families, this class of 16 students has multi-

plied to include more than 115 children and grand-

children spread across our state, country and world!  

Pictured here are some of those grandchildren who 

currently attend BMS. 
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